
NORTHWESTERN CONNECTICUT COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
 

COURSE SYLLABUS 
  
Course Title:  Composition w/Workshop                                         Course #:  ENG 101W 
  
Course Description:  Composition focuses on the study and practice of effective written 

communication across a variety of rhetorical situations. The course develops skills in 
applying language conventions, engaging with and using authoritative sources, and crafting 
logical arguments.  Composition with Workshop meets the same outcomes as ENG101, 
but offers students additional support through supplemental instruction, 
increased time on task, focused workshops, and/or tutoring.  Four (4) credit hours. 

  
Pre-requisite/Co-requisite:  Successful completion of Eng. 063 and Eng. 073 or Eng. 085 or 

Eng. 093 or Eng. 096 with a grade of C or better or appropriate score on College 
entry/placement exam. 

  
Goals:              
• To develop students’ writing expository skills. 
• To develop students’ critical reading and thinking skills. 
• To develop students’ academic research skills. 
• To develop students’ understanding of writing as a process. 
  
Outcomes:      Upon completion of English 101W, a student should be able to demonstrate an 

ability to: 
 
 Respond to Rhetorical Situations 
• Adapt writing as audience and purpose requires 
• Develop and apply an independent writing process that includes generating, revising, 

editing, and proofreading 
• Reflect on and explain writing choices regarding audience and purpose 
 
Engage with and Use Authoritative Sources 
• Use the reading process to differentiate between supporting points, evidence, and reasoning 

in complex texts (texts that engage with multiple perspectives and use a variety of rhetorical 
strategies and evidence) 

• Employ effective annotation skills to the reading of complex texts 
• Locate and evaluate sources appropriate to the rhetorical situation 
• Interpret and analyze argument, evidence, and rhetorical strategies in complex texts 
• Evaluate information in complex texts for accuracy, validity, and relevance, with particular 

attention to the type and purpose of source material 
• Demonstrate critical and evaluative reading comprehension  
• Write accurate summaries and paraphrases of complex texts and differentiate these from 

student’s own writing 



• Respond to an argument in a complex text and synthesize perspectives in multiple texts 
• Integrate complex texts to fulfill the rhetorical purpose  
 
Craft Logical Arguments  
• Produce essays with clear thesis statements (or controlling ideas) and logical support for 

assertions 
• Compose unified, coherent, and fully developed paragraphs with attention to transitions and 

signal phrasing for source material 
• By the end of the semester, write at least one thesis-driven, text-based essay of 1500 words 

demonstrating competent argumentation using complex texts 
 
Apply Language Conventions 
• Apply Standard English language conventions (diction, tone, or level of formality) 

consistently, with particular attention to college-level writing situations  
• Cite varied sources in MLA citation style  
 
 


